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R-E-S-P-E-C-T:
Find Out What It Means to Adults and Children
One of the hallmarks of a person of character is that he/she understands the concept of respect and practices it. 
Writing in 7 Strategies of Developing Capable Students, author H. Stephen Glenn, PhD, says, “Respect is not a one-directional 

virtue. It is not meant to flow exclusively from ‘lower’ to ‘higher.’ Nor is it something that is deserved by ‘higher’ and earned by 
‘lower.’ It is something that belongs to the wife as well as the husband; it belongs to the son as well as the father.”  It should be added 
that respect belongs to the student as well as the teacher.

Respect is basically taking ourselves and others seriously as people, as human beings who feel, think, act and react. If we respect 
ourselves this way, we will respect others and all of life. This sounds simple and logical. So, why does it seem so hard to teach today?

Another book addresses these questions. Authors Kevin Ryan and Karen E. Bohlin say in Building Character in Schools: Practical 
Ways to Bring Moral Instruction to Life, “The problem in getting this notion [character] across lies not so much in its intrinsic 
difficulty as in certain competing notions that tend to crowd it out.” 

Those “competing notions” are really well-intended but misguided systems humankind 
has tended to establish for evaluating ourselves and our place in society. At least one of those 
misguided notions is older than Greek philosopher Socrates. In 399 BC, he talked about 
the damage that can come from being concerned not with one’s own virtues as a measure of 
social standing but rather with one’s status 
or reputation or “images.”  Socrates said that 
more important than what we have is who 
we are. And if we value ourselves for being 
virtuous and true to ourselves, then we will 
value others for the same thing.

Another, more modern way we lose sight 
of respect is found in an idea that became 
popular during the self-esteem movement. 
Namely, that we should turn a blind eye to 
our own and others’ shortcomings so that 
we (and they) will always feel good. But this 
does a big disservice to all. Ryan and Bohlin write, “To deprive students of feeling bad about doing less than their best is to deprive 
them of one of their chief incentives to grow, improve and mature.”

As with trying to establish all positive behaviors, the key to teaching respect is to model it. When children see adults dealing 
respectfully with all others, no matter what that person’s social or economic status, then children eventually will learn to do the same.
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Child Abuse and Neglect

· Child abuse means any act which seriously endangers the physical, mental, or emotional health and safety of the child.
· Child neglect means the unreasonable refusal or failure of the parent or caregiver to supply the child with necessary food, clothing, shelter, care, treatment or counseling for injury, illness, or condition as a result of which the child's physical, mental, or emotional health and safety is substantially threatened or impaired.
· Neglect includes prenatal neglect.
· All school staff members are mandated reporters.
· Child Protection services are available day and night by calling 925-4511.
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